Definition, psychopharmacological basis and clinical evaluation of novel/atypical neuroleptics: methodological issues and clinical consequences.
High expectations have been put into new/atypical neuroleptics for the treatment of schizophrenia: the higher extrapyramidal-motor tolerability and better efficacy in treating negative symptoms supposedly result in a more favourable influencing of the overall course of the disease and in a higher quality of life for the patients. This article will report about the state of evaluation and therapeutic advantages of new/atypical neuroleptics, and thereby deal with problems of definition and methodology. It also describes differences in the unwanted adverse events profile of the different new/atypical antipsychotics.